
By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

The beleaguered Reclamation 
District 800 (RD 800) will receive 
a $500,000 grant to pay for long-
range planning, thanks to State 
Sen. Roger Niello, R-Fair Oaks. 

Funding for the district was a 
specific line item in the 2023-24 
state budget that was signed by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom. The Cali-
fornia State Office of Emergency 
Services will administer the 
grant.

RD 800 maintains and repairs 
34 miles of privately-owned levees 
along the Cosumnes River to a 
10-year flood standard between 
Rancho Murieta and Freeman 
Road in Wilton and Sheldon. 
The district was already $1.5 
million in debt and hadn’t fin-
ished repairs from 2017 when the 
January storms breached three 
levees and cause massive ero-
sion at dozens of other sites. The 
district spent $7 million making 
emergency repairs and now is 
in the hole for $8.6 million. See 
the separate story about district 
finances in this issue.

RD 800 Trustee Mark Hite 
said the planning grant will 
greatly benefit the district. 

“For many, many years we 
have unsuccessfully tried to get 
some kind of response from the 
legislature for our unique needs,” 

he said. “Up until now, the state 
has kind of viewed the Cosumnes 
watershed as the ugly stepchild in 
the levee systems because of its (pri-
vate) ownership patterns and has 
tried to ignore it as best it can.”

Niello’s willingness to jump 
into the fray to secure some 
money for RD 800 gives Hite 
cause for hope.

“This signals to us that we 
are no longer being ignored, and 
now we have a place at the table,” 
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Photos by Gail Bullen

Kids return to school at Cosumnes River Elementary
Spirits are high when Cosumnes River Elementary students return to school on Aug. 10. In photo top, 
Kiwanian Linda O’Brien stops traffic for sixth grader Billy Baiz. In photo bottom, the school’s official 
mascot, the Roadrunner, is a magnet for photo ops.

See NIELLO on Page 7

Courtesy photo
Beleaguered Reclamation District 
800 is slated to receive a $500,000 
grant to pay for long-range planning 
thanks to State Sen. Roger Niello 
(pictured). The trustees discussed 
the grant at their Aug. 16 meeting.

Roger Niello secures 
$500,000 state grant 
for reclamation district

Back to School
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In our arid area, 
traditional turf 
grasses require 

more water per square 
foot than almost any 
other garden plant. As a 
result, some homeown-
ers are eliminating the 
lawn entirely or sharply 
reducing its size. Maybe 
most importantly, 
choose the right grass 
for our climate and prep 
the soil carefully. It 
takes a bit of interest 
and time to have a great 
looking and healthy 
lawn.

First, elect variet-
ies adapted to our 
area. The lawn will 
establish most quickly 
in the spring or fall. 

Warm-season grasses 
thrive in hot weather, 
and turn dormant and 
brown in winter. Most 
grow in California. The 
following warm-season 
grasses are over-seeded 
with cool-season grasses 
for the winter months. 
First and most popular 
is a Bermuda grass that 
is drought-tolerant for 
sunny areas, sold as 
seed, sod, sprigs, and 
plugs; mowing height is 
½-3/4 inch. Next is the 
Blue grama variety, it 
tolerates drought, tem-
perature extremes, and 
a wide range of soils, 
does best in full sun, 
makes a better-quality 
turf when blended with 
buffalo grass, sold as 
seed, mowing height 
is 2-3 inches. Then 
consider Buffalo grass 
(Buchloe), very drought-
tolerant lawn for sun, 
slow growing, sold as 
seed, sod, and plugs, 
mowing height is three 
inches. One last warm-
season grass is Zoysia, 

it tolerates drought 
and heat, sun or shade, 
sold as sod, sprigs, and 
plugs, moving height is 
1-2 inches.

Moving on to cool-
season grasses. These 
withstand winter cold 
but typically have a 
hard time in hot, dry 
summers. These grasses 
are often sold as mixes. 
So even if one type in 
the mix is not adapted 
to your soil or sun and 
shade conditions in 
your garden, chances 
are that others in the 
package will do well. 
Bent grass (Agrostis) 
is fine-textured, needs 
ample water, more care 
than other lawn grass-
es, grows in acid soil, in 
sun or light shade, sold 
as seed, sod, mowing 
height is ½-3/4 inch. 
Crested wheatgrass 
(Agropyron) is light blu-
ish green color, tough, 
drought-tolerant, grows 
in sunny areas, goes 
dormant in hot weather, 
sold as seed, mowing 
height is two inches. 
Fine fescue (Festuca) is 
a fine-bladed grass that 

succeeds in well-drained 
soil in shaded sites, 
fairly drought-tolerant, 
sometimes blended with 
Kentucky blue-grass 
or perennial ryegrass, 
used to over-seed warm-
season grasses, sold as 
seed, mowing height 
is 1-1/2-2 inches. Tall 
fescue is a tough grass 
that tolerates heat and 
drought, flourishes in 
sun or shade, dwarf tall 
fescues are finer bladed, 
deeper green, sold as 
seed, and sod, mowing 
height is 2-3 inches. 
Kentucky bluegrass 
(Poa) is a classic grass 
for cool areas (our 
winters), needs regular 
water, takes sun, light 
shade, sold as seed, sod, 
mowing height is 2-2 ½ 
inches. Last is Peren-
nial ryegrass (Lolium) 
that is deep green grass 
that does best in sun, 
needs frequent water-
ing, used to over-seed 
winter-dormant grasses, 
sold as seed, sod, mow-
ing height is 2 inches.

Before planting a 
lawn, till the soil to a 
depth of about 8 inches 

and spread it with a 3-4 
inch layer of organic 
matter. Also apply a 
lawn fertilizer. Till 
again; then rake the 
area smooth, water 
it thoroughly, and let 
the soil settle for a few 
days before planting. 
Fall seeding is best for 
most grasses, pack-
age labels list varieties 
included. After prepar-
ing the area, scatter 
seeds, using a mechani-
cal spreader, lightly 
rake seeds into the soil, 
spread a ½-inch layer of 
mulch such as compost 
over the area, roll with 
an empty roller to press 
seeds into the soil, wa-
ter thoroughly. Keep the 
seedbed moist until the 
seeds sprout.

To encourage deep 
rooting and conserve 
water, irrigate estab-
lished lawns as deeply 
and infrequently as 
possible. In our warm 
climate, do not let the 
soil dry out. Many sprin-
klers apply water faster 
than the soil can absorb 
it. To prevent runoff, 
water in cycles. Sprinkle 
until just before run-

off or puddling occurs 
(typically 10-15 min-
utes), then repeat the 
cycle in a hour. Adjust 
sprinklers so they don’t 
overshoot onto walks 
and roadways. 

Most lawns are 
heavy feeders, requiring 
regular applications of 
high-nitrogen fertilizer. 
Give cool-season lawns 
two applications of fer-
tilizer, one in spring and 
another in fall. Fertil-
ize warm-season lawns 
several times from late 
spring into late summer 
(Bermuda grass only 
lightly in summer and 
lightly in fall). Apply 
dry fertilizers using a 
spreader; overlap the 
spreader’s wheel marks 
so swaths just touch as 
you pass over. Check 
the packages for rec-
ommended application 
rates. If you cut back 
on watering because of 
a drought, hold back on 
fertilizer as well.

When mowing never 
takes more than a third 
of the blade off each 
time. If you do, the 
loss of food-producing 
leaf blade temporarily 
checks root growth. 

To keep the lawn 
looking good, give it a 
tune-up once a year in 
the fall. Patch dead or 
damaged spots with the 
same type of grass as 
the existing lawn. In our 
area, over-seed winter-
dormant grasses such as 
Bermuda with ryegrass.

If you have any ques-
tions, text or call me at 
(916) 719-9020.
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We help with serious 
injuries that  require 

serious representation.
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We have over 80 years 
of experience on our 
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Grove. If you are looking 
for results Call GB Legal 

24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 
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Commentary
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Consider a great-looking lawn

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What South 
American country lies between 
Colombia and Peru?

2. MEDICAL TERMS: What is the 
more common name for a contusion?

3. CHEMISTRY: What is the chemi-
cal element symbol for tungsten?

4. MATH: What is the Arabic equiva-
lent of the Roman numerals DXC?

5. U.S. STATES: What is the state 
capital of Michigan?

6.  LANGUAGE: What does the 
Greek suffix “gamy” mean in English?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of domesticated turkeys called?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was 
the first president to fly in an airplane 
(while in office)?

9. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the dog on “Family Guy” animated 
series?

10. AD SLOGANS: “The dogs kids 
love to bite” are made by which com-
pany?

Answers
1. Ecuador.
2. A bruise.
3.  W.
4. 590.
5. Lansing.
6. Marriage.
7. A rafter.
8. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
9. Brian.
10. Armour.
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Wilton Firefighters’ 
Association blood 
drive Aug. 21 

The Wilton Firefight-
er’s Association will be 
hosting a blood drive on 
Monday, Aug. 21, from 
2-7 p.m. at the Wilton 
Community Center, 9717 
Colony Road, Wilton.  To 
make an appointment, 
visit www.donors.vitalant.
org and enter blood drive 
code, SMFM190.  You can 
complete your Fast Track 
Questionnaire on the day 
of the blood drive at vital-
ant.org/health.  Please 
bring a photo I.D., eat well 
and drink plenty of wa-
ter.  Eligibility questions, 
please call (877) 258-4825.  
Appointments are highly 
encouraged.

RM caregiver 
support group 
meeting slated 
Sept. 6

You are invited to par-
ticipate in the monthly 
Caregiver Support Group 
in Rancho Murieta. The 
meetings are held. the 
first Wednesday of the 
month from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
The next one is Sept. 6. 
Suddenly finding oneself 
caring for a loved one 
long-term can be over-
whelming. Adjusting can 
be a challenge. Informa-
tion is available to help in 
decision-making. Privacy 
is strictly preserved. If you 
have any questions, call 
Nan at (916) 354-2281.

Second 
Sloughhouse solar 
farm hearing 
Aug. 23

The Cosumnes Com-
munity Planning Advisory 
Council (CCPAC) will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Aug. 23 at the 
Wilton Community Center 
to consider the draft EIR 
for the Sloughhouse Solar 
Facility being proposed at 
Dillard and Meiss roads. 
The CCPAC is meeting a 
second time on this issue 

because members weren’t 
supplied a hard copy of the 
draft EIR when they met 
on July 26.

RMA issues call 
for candidates for 
2023 election

Rancho Murieta Asso-
ciation (RMA) members 
interested in serving a 
three-year term on the 
RMA Board of Directors 
must complete a “self-nom-
ination” form and submit 
it to the association no lat-
er than Sept. 8, at 5 p.m. 
A nominating committee 
will then review the forms. 
The RMA included the 
form in a blast email sent 
on Aug. 2. Residents also 
can pick up the form at 
the RMA Building. Once 
your candidacy has been 
confirmed, you will have 
the opportunity to write 
a statement regarding 
your candidacy in your 
own words. The candi-
dacy statements will be 
included in the “Notice 
of Membership Meeting 
and Election of Directors” 
material. The election 
of directors will be held 
on Nov. 30 at the RMA 
Building. Please contact 
the RMA office should you 
have any questions.

RMA seeks 
information on tire 
burning incident

On Thursday, July 27, 
the Rancho Murieta As-
sociation (RMA) Board 
of Directors met in an 
executive session to dis-
cuss issues related to an 
intentionally set tire fire 
that occurred on Saturday, 
July 22, west of South 
Beach. California law, in-
cluding the Davis-Stirling 
Act that governs HOAs, 
state and federal privacy 
laws, as well as RMA 
bylaws require that the 
RMA Board discuss cer-
tain subjects in executive 
session. The closed ses-
sion subjects that were 
discussed include: member 
disciplinary action, legal 

issues, discussions spe-
cific to RMA personnel, 
and contract negotiations 
and termination. The 
board did not take formal 
action and the fire inci-
dent is still under inves-
tigation. We urge anyone 
who has any information 
on the incident to contact 
RMA Director of Com-
pliance Chris Smith, at 
(916) 354-3500.

Free food 
preservation 
event at Wilton 
Community Center 
Aug. 19 

Do you ever wonder 
what to do with the boun-
tiful produce your garden 
provides this time of year?  
If so, join us for a free food 
preservation presentation 
at the Wilton Community 
Center on Saturday, Aug. 
19, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.  
The information will be 
presented by Master Food 
Preserver Jan Fetler.  
Many topics related to 
food preservation will be 
covered including food 
borne illness, spoilage 
and different methods 
of preserving food.  In 
addition to the presenta-
tion, native plants will be 
available for sale by All 
Things Wild.  The event 
is sponsored by the Com-
munity Services Area 4B 
committee.

Please join us on Aug. 
19 and learn to safely 
preserve the fruits of your 
labor.  No tickets or regis-
tration are needed.  Bring 
a friend!

September Wilton 
Bingo canceled

Wilton Bingo hosted by 
the Wilton History Group 
on Saturday, Sept. 2 at the 
Wilton Community Center 
is canceled since the air 
conditioner is broken. 

Celebrating           Years Strong65
El Dorado Savings Bank  

Member
www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

SAFE—STRONG—SECURE

Serving our local communities for 65 years

BAUER FINANCIAL, INC.
 El Dorado Savings Bank has Earned the  

Highest Rating for 119 Consecutive  
Quarters.   www.bauerfinancial.com 

 
The FINDLEY REPORT
 El Dorado Savings Bank Awarded the  

Classification of Premier Performance  
during the year 2022.   www.findley-reports.com 

See what the experts say about  
El Dorado Savings Bank

NMLSR ID 479256

We thank our valued customers for your continued support.

Come experience superior customer service at any of  
our 35 convenient branch offices or visit us on-line at:

“Quality Makes A Di�erence”

800-874-9779
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By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

High dollar figures, 
both good and bad, punc-
tuated the discussion when 
the Reclamation District 
800 (RD 800) Board of 
Trustees met on July 20 
and Aug. 7 at the Wilton 
Community Center.

Topping the good col-
umn was the $500,000 
planning grant, which 
State Sen. Roger Niello, 
R-Fair Oaks, placed in 
the state budget for the 
district. See the separate 
story in this issue.

Another piece of good 
news was the expected 
receipt in the near-future 
of $1.5 million in federal 
reimbursements for fast-
track repairs of two levees 
after the January 2023 
storms.

However, in the bad 
news column was an up-
date that RD 800 cur-
rently owes $8.6 million 

to the Bank of Stockton 
as of the August meeting. 
Most of that new debt 
stems from the extensive 
emergency repairs the 
district undertook after 
the January storms broke 
the levee in three places 
and caused massive ero-
sion at dozens of other 
locations. The emergency 
repairs cost approximately 
$7 million.

In other business, the 
board took in updates 
from the engineer about 
levee repairs and seeking 
funding for the repairs 
and voted to authorize 
assessment levies for the 
2023-24 tax rolls, and 
learned that the purchase 
of two used tractors for 
$19,000 had been success-
ful. A new mowing tractor 
would cost $135,000.

RD 800 maintains 
and repairs 34 miles of 
privately-owned levees 
along the Cosumnes River 
to meet a 10-year flood 
standard between Ran-
cho Murieta, Freeman 
Road off Dillard Road 
in Wilton, and Freeman 
Road off Grant Line Road 
in Sheldon. The district 
also encompasses parts of 
Sloughhouse.  The funding 
comes from an assessment 
district that brings in only 
about $500,000 a year.

Finances
As of the August meet-

ing, the distr ict was 
$8,565,000 in debt to the 
Bank of Stockton, accord-
ing to the district’s new 
contract accountant Perla 
Tzintzun-Garibay. How-
ever, RD 800 still has 
$660,000 available left 
on its $9,225,000 line of 
credit, she said. Sacra-
mento County secures the 
district’s bank loans.

At their July meeting, 

the trustees voted to se-
cure $2,225,000 in war-
rants against its line of 
credit to pay outstanding 
bills that mostly stem-
ming the January storms. 
After Tzintzun-Garibay 
reported in August that 
the district had $268,707 
in its general fund ac-
count at the county, the 
board directed her to pay 
$48,290 in new bills by 
transferring money from 
that account rather than 
increasing the bank tab.

Even before the Janu-
ary storms, the district 
was already in debt. As 
of the November meeting, 
RD 800 owed the Bank 
of Stockton $1.5 million 
for repairs after the 2017 
storms and still had seven 
more sites in need of re-
pairs.

Repair reimbursement
The district is seeking 

reimbursements from two 
federal agencies after the 
January storms – the Na-
tional Resources Conser-
vation Services (NRCS), 
which is part of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
and the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA). Reimbursements 
from NRCS are relatively 
prompt, but FEMA reim-
bursements could take 
years and may not even 
happen for approved proj-
ects as happened to RD 
800 years ago.

Ervin told the board that 
he has submitted all the re-
quired paperwork to NRCS 
for the 75% reimbursement 
for two fast-track repairs 
on Lee School House Road, 
and at the end of Fig Road. 
He said he expected $1.5 
million in reimbursement 
in 30-60 days.

Ervin told the board 
he was close to finishing 

all of the documentation 
for the emergency repairs 
completed between New 
Year’s Eve and Feb. 25 to 
submit to FEMA for 100% 
reimbursement. He also 
said he told the bank he 
hoped the money would 
come in by the summer of 
2024.

The River Valley Times 
contacted Ervin after the 
meeting for more specifics. 
He said he didn’t have a 
hard number for the emer-
gency repairs because he is 
still working through hun-
dreds of pages of invoices. 
However, he said his initial 
submittal to FEMA was 
for 20 repair sites and 26 
access and repair main-
tenances for an estimated 
total of $5.16 million.

Ervin also updated 
the board about seeking 

FEMA approval for per-
manent repairs to three 
levees at an estimated cost 
of $700,000, saying he had 
recently walked the sites 
with FEMA representa-
tives. The properties are 
located upstream from the 
Dillard Bridge, with one of 
the right bank, and two on 
the left bank. The repairs 
won’t be swift as the dis-
trict must go through the 
full permitting process.

FEMA approval would 
require the district to pay 
for the permanent repairs 
up front with the feds pro-
viding a 75% reimburse-
ment. Ervin said that the 
California Office of Emer-
gency Services would pay 
75% of the district’s 25% 
share, and he was seeking 
a waiver so Cal OES would 
pay for all of it.

Assessments
Following the January 

storms, the Bank of Stock-
ton agreed to increase the 
district’s line of credit. But 
as a condition of approval, 
the district was required 
to seek property owner 
approval of an increase 
in their property assess-
ments. To make that hap-
pen, the trustees began 
working with SCI Con-
sulting Group in March 
to prepare the engineering 
report required by Propo-
sition 218 to seek a new 
assessment base.

The RD800 trustees 
dropped the hammer to 
seek a higher levy at their 
June 1 meeting. They were 
hoping to win approval for 
a new assessment base of 

Law Offices of
JACK G. CRAWFORD

A Professional Corporation
(est. 1974)

PROBATE,  
ESTATE PLANNING 

and TRUST LAW

Learn all of your estate 
planning alternatives

WILLS & PROBATE

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS

TAX PLANNING

IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS

POST DEATH PLANNING 
AND ASSISTANCE

DURABLE POWERS  
OF ATTORNEY

1545 River Park Dr., Suite 204 
Sacramento 

916-922-5700 (Office)  
916-354-0756 (Home) See RECLAMATION on Page 5

Photo by Gail Bullen
High dollar figures punctuate discussions when the district board meets on Aug. 7 at the 
Wilton Community Center.

Reclamation district 
board talks high dollar 
figures at meetings

Courtesy Photo
The image shows recent repairs to levee damage at the end of Fig Road in Wilton that have 
since been completed. Federal reimbursement for the repair was a topic at recent meetings 
of the Reclamation District 800 Board.  
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By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

Sloughhouse resident 
Adam A. House, who has 
served the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District 
(Metro Fire) since its in-
ception in 2000, has been 
named as the district’s 
seventh fire chief.

His selection came after 
an extension nationwide 
search, and he was sworn 
in at the Oct. 10 meeting 
of the Sac Metro Board of 
Directors, according to a 
news release.

Board President D’Elman 
Clark had high praise for 
House.

–“As a trusted member of 
Metro Fire’s leadership team 
for many years, Chief House 
has the experience and re-
spect of the board members 
and the district employees 
to lead this organization in 
the coming years,” he said. 
“We have great confidence 
that under his leadership 
Metro Fire will remain one 

of the best fire districts on 
the West Coast for effec-
tiveness and innovation.”

House began his 36 
years public service ca-
reer with four years as 

a firefighter in United 
States Army. After his dis-
charge in 1991, he joined 
the fire department in 
Yuma, Ariz., where he was 
eventually promoted to 
captain.  In 2000, he joined 
Metro Fire and ascended 
the ranks from firefighter 
to captain, battalion chief, 
and assistant chief.

House was instrumen-
tal in establishing the Sac 
Metro Special Operations 
Division, specifically the 
Type 1 Hazardous Ma-
terials program, where 
he served as the initial 
program manager. House 
also played pivotal roles 
in firefighter recruitment, 
and at the fire academy 
where he served as a drill 
master.

As a chief officer, House 
served as the division man-
ager within the Training, 
Health, and Safety Divi-
sion with direct oversight 
of the training academy, 
task level and promotional 
opportunities and training, 

special operations train-
ing, and the physical and 
mental well-being of the 
membership, the news 
release said.

House also became a 
member of the FEMA Ur-
ban Search & Rescue Task 
Force 7, the California 
Governor’s Office of Emer-
gency Services (CAL OES) 
Task Force 9, and the Type 
3 Sacramento Regional In-
cident Management Team 
(SRIMT), deploying nu-
merous times to devast-
ing incidents throughout 
California.

A Sacramento area na-
tive, House graduated from 
Cordova High School in 
1987. He and his wife, Gia 
live in Sloughhouse. After 
meeting in middle school, 
they recently celebrated 
30 years of marriage. They 
have two grown children, a 
son Joshua and a daughter 
Taylor.

Metro Fire serves a 
population of over 720,000 
residents in a 359-square-

mile service area.  It is the 
seventh-largest fire agency 
in the State of California.

Metro Fire is a combi-
nation of 16 smaller fire 
departments that merged 
over the years. The last 
merger was in December 
2000 when the American 
River Fire Department and 
Sacramento County Fire 
Protection District merged 
to form the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District. 
As a special district, Metro 
Fire is governed by a board 
of directors. Each member 
is elected by the voters 
within a geographical area 
of the district.

On any given day, 155 
on-duty personnel serve 
the district’s communities. 
Routine and emergency 
operations are managed 
with five battalion chiefs 
with oversight from an 
assistant chief. Metro 
Fire is comprised of three 
branches - Operations, Ad-
ministration, and Support 
Services.

$1.5 million, a three-fold 
increase in the rates. It 
would have replaced the 
current base of $500,000 
that was approved by dis-
trict property owners in 
2018.

However, before the bal-
lots could hit the mail-
boxes, the mailing was 
placed on hold based on 
the recommendation of en-
gineer Ervin and attorney 
Rebecca Smith, according 
to Trustee Mark Hite.

They reported finding 
“some major inequities in 
the formula” used by the 
consultant to set the rates 
for different properties. 
These couldn’t be resolved 
in time for the scheduled 
mailing of the ballots on 

June 16, so RD 800 missed 
the deadline to get a new 
assessment on the tax rolls 
the 2023/24 fiscal year.

As a result, the trustees 
voted at their July meeting 
to authorize the continua-
tion of the current assess-
ment with a 3% escalator.

Mowing tractors
Earlier this year, the 

district learned that Sac-
ramento County would 
surplus two John Deere 
tractors, one with a rotary 
motor and the other a slope 
mower, and the board au-
thorized funding for the 
purchase if two trustees 
could work out a deal.

Trustee Dave Utterback 
reported a successful pur-
chase at the July meeting. 
The River Valley Times 

asked for more details af-
terward.

Since RD 800 is a gov-
ernmental entity, the dis-
trict was able to buy them 
for about $9,500 each with-
out going through the bid-
ding process.

The tractors have an 
arm on the side so they can 
stay on the levee road but 
mow about 10 feet down 
the side of the levee. “That’s 
why we wanted them,” Ut-
terback said.

He reported the ap-
proximately seven-year-
old tractors were “in pretty 
good shape” with “a middle 
range of hours,” and the 
county had all the mainte-
nance records.

Utterback said the dis-
trict had been contemplat-
ing the purchase of a new 

tractor and mower for about 
$135,000 to maintain the 
levees. But the steep price 
would have required paying 
for it over five years.

 “They weren’t brand 
new, but they weren’t to-
tally worn out. We found a 
happy medium that works 
for us,” Utterback said.

On a side note, he said 
that using goats to main-
tain the levees wasn’t an 
option because the cost had 
increased so much.  

In other business, the 
board:

• Brought on a new 
contract accountant from 
Butterfield & Co. CPAs in 
Stockton.

• Agreed to change the 
meeting date to the third 
Thursday of the month at 

9 a.m. at the Wilton Com-
munity Center. However, 
the August meeting had to 
be held on Aug. 7 because 

Ervin and the new accoun-
tant were both going to be 
on vacation on the third 
Thursday of the month. 

FIXED RATE LOANS

Check the El Dorado Advantage:
 No Application Fee   No Prepayment Penalty   Local Processing and Servicing

�����������������������

Serving our local communities for over 60 years

$650,000.00

5.375%
180 Monthly Payments of $8.10 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $6.00 per $1,000 Borrowed

6.000%5.68% 6.18%

RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

NMLSR ID 479256

Serving our local communities for 65 years!

Reclamation
Continued from Page 4

Courtesy photo
Adam A. House is the newest Sacramento Metropolitan Fire 
District fire chief.

Metro Fire names Sloughhouse 
resident as its seventh fire chief
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By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

Longtime Rancho Mu-
rieta resident Mike Mar-
tel was initially reluctant 
when Sacramento County 
Supervisor Sue Frost asked 
about appointing him to the 
Sacramento County Review 
Commission.

This organization was 
formed in 2021 to improve 
public transparency and 
accountability with the Sac-
ramento County Sheriff’s 
Office (SSO), and to provide 
greater community interac-
tion with the Office of the 
Inspector General.

Martel said Frost prob-
ably reached out to him 
because of his background in 
corrections that culminated 
in stints as a prison warden. 
He believes that the county 
was trying to copy oversight 
commissions in big cities 
like Los Angeles and San 
Francisco.

The local question was: 
“How does the sheriff’s office 
operate when it deals with 
the public, and how does it 
deal with the inmates in 
jail?” 

As for his reluctance, 
“You don’t know what kind 
of influence you are going to 
have or if you are just spin-
ning your wheels,” he said.

But that was answered in 
the past year. 

“Everybody is taking it 
seriously to see where this 
thing goes,” he said. “I think 
it has a lot to do with how 
we treat issues and how we 
communicate with the sher-
iff’s office and the county 

supervisors.”
Martell said it took about 

eight months for the commis-
sion members to figure out 
their rules for engagement. 

“And we were very cau-
tious,” he said. “We are not 
an investigative body, but we 
do have subpoena powers.”

The information-gather-
ing process included tours 
of the two jails and the dis-
patch center and visits with 
officials. 

“We also took some of the 
best practices from cities 
around the nation,” Martell 
said.

Last August, the com-
mission participated as the 
board of supervisors elected a 
new inspector general. Fran-
cine Tournour has worked 
closely with the commission 
since then and attends their 
monthly meetings.

Asked where local resi-
dents should direct an issue 
with the sheriff’s office – the 
commission or the inspec-
tor general, Martel said 

either would work. Resi-
dents also can contact him at 
michael.f.martel@gmail.com 
if they want a local contact.

“I don’t know if it is going 
to get corrected, but I can 
definitely make sure it is 
heard,” he said.

As part of his service 
with the commission, Martel 
served on an ad hoc commit-
tee that looked at responses 
to sheriff’s calls for services 
involving a behavior health 
component. He is currently 
chairing another ad commit-
tee that is looking at mental 
health in the jail.

Martel said he always 
was a supporter of mental 
health during his corrections 
career and remains passion-
ate about it today along with 
a concern about Alzheimer’s 
and dementia. He said that 
is why he has been advocat-
ing for the construction of an 
assisted living facility inside 
Rancho Murieta.

Although Martel didn’t 
go downtown to join him, 
Commission Vice-Chairman 
Paul Curtis presented the 
group’s 2022-23 Annual 
Review Report to the county 
supervisors at their Aug. 8 
board meeting. It focused 
on the sheriff’s office policies 
and procedures in two areas: 
responses to calls for services 
involving a behavior health 
component and jail releases. 
Their analysis resulted in 13 
recommendations.

A major recommendation 

was increasing the coverage 
of the sheriff’s office Mobile 
Crisis Support Team from 
weekdays to 24/7.   Com-
prised of a sheriff’s deputy 
and a county health clini-
cian, the teams respond to 
emergency calls involving 
individuals having a mental 
health crisis. Although the 
county has provided funding 
for 11 teams, only six are op-
erating on weekdays because 
of the lack of clinicians.

Curtis told the supervi-
sors that very few of the 
crisis response calls result 
in incarceration or hospital-
ization. 

“We are keeping them out 
of jail, keeping them out the 
hospital, but getting them 
the health they absolutely 
need,” he said.

Another recommendation 
was that patrol deputies 
and dispatchers receive the 
same level of mental health 
training as the jail personnel 
(because of a consent decree). 
Curtis said the commission 
further recommended simu-
lation exercises on how to 
recognize and respond to a 
person experiencing a psy-
chotic episode and training 
on how and when to imple-
ment 5150 mental health 
holds.

The commission also is 
recommending better data 
about calls with emotionally 
challenged individuals. 

“Recommendation Six 
reflects the commission chal-

lenge in obtaining data from 
the sheriff ’s office due to 
the way it is tracked and 
collected,” Curtis told the 
board. “This data is just 
going to be critical in telling 
us where the mental health 
calls have been and where 
they are heading to help 
the sheriff’s office develop 
resources going forward.”

The commission also 
looked at policies govern-
ing the release of inmates 
from jail.

Curtis told the board 
that the sheriff’s office has 
already addressed the com-
mission’s recommendation 
against the release of in-
mates late at night and only 
does so when a night court 
judge orders it. Curtis said 
the sheriff’s office also has 
addressed their concern 
about medications because 
inmates are now leaving jail 
with a 30-day supply.

The commission also is 
recommending the sheriff’s 
office set up a clothes closet 
so inmates can leave with 
safe and appropriate cloth-
ing.

The group also is ask-
ing for more transportation 
options after an inmate is 
released so he can safely 
make his way home.  

“We also have heard a 
lot about the impact on the 
downtown core due to jail re-
leases” from the Sacramento 
Downtown Partnership and 

others,” Curtis said.
He said the transpor-

tation could come as bus 
passes, taxis, ride shares, or 
through partnerships with 
community organizations.

Phil Serna was one 
of three supervisors who 
thanked Curtis for his pre-
sentation and the commis-
sion’s work. 

“I have gotten the sense 
that that the commission 
was coming at the issues 
from a standpoint of not 
trying to be antagonistic 
towards the sheriff’s office, 
but still being willing to 
challenge the status quo,” 
he said.

Chairman Rich Desmon 
asked Deputy County Ex-
ecutive Eric Jones, who is 
an ex officio member of the 
commission, what would 
happen with the commis-
sion’s report.

“These recommendations 
will go through the inspec-
tor general to the sheriff’s 
office, and then the sheriff 
will respond on how they will 
accept these recommenda-
tions,” Jones said.

The report can be found 
on the commission website 
by searching for Sacramento 
County CRC. The email is 
CRC@SacCounty.gov. The 
website for the Office of the 
Inspector General is https://
inspectorgeneral.saccounty.
net, and her email is OIG@
saccounty.gov/

The commission typically 
meets on the third Tuesday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Board of Supervisors Cham-
bers, 700 H St. The meetings 
are streamed online.

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 

Courtesy photo
The Sacramento County Community Review Committee is working with the Sacramento 
County inspector general to oversee the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office, and to make 
recommendations about its operations.

RM resident helps provide oversight 
of sheriff’s office operations   

Commission Vice Chair Paul 
Curtis delivers the group’s re-
port to the Sacramento Board 
of Supervisors on Aug. 8.

Commission member Mike 
Martel encourages other Riv-
er Valley residents to contact 
him if they have issues with 
sheriff’s office interactions 
with the public or treatment 
of inmates at the jail.
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he said. “People who live 
along the Cosumnes River 
have concerns that are just 
as legitimate as those any-
where else in the Central 
Valley.”

Niello, who was elected to 
the state senate in Novem-
ber, described RD 800 as “a 
very challenged district that 
has privately owned levees 
that no other governmental 
entity can or will take re-
sponsibility for.”

Adding to the problem 
is the millions of dollars 
the district has borrowed 
to repair the storm damage 
while having an assessment 
that only brings in $500,000 
a year. 

“None of that (the bor-
rowed money) has really 
gone into fixing the infra-
structure. It is just miti-
gating the damage,” Niello 
said.

As the legislature was 

plowing through the budget 
this year, Scott Shapiro, an 
attorney with the Downey 
Brand law firm whom Niello 
has known for years, sent 
him a request for RD 800. 

“He said what we really 
need is money to perform 
a long-term, strategic plan 
so we can figure out with 
sufficient precision exactly 
what needs to be done,” he 
said.

Shapiro also told him a 
strategic plan could help 
RD 800 justify assessment 
increases and better posi-
tion the district to land 
grants from governmental 
entities such as the Corps 
of Engineers. 

“He said i f we had 
$500,000 in totally discre-
tionary money, we could get 
this done,” Niello said. “So I 
made a request, and it was 
granted.”

Niello was asked why 
he had scored when two 
attempts by Assemblyman 
Ken Cooley had been un-
successful. One year, a leg-
islative committee stripped 
money for the district out 

of the budget before it was 
finalized. In another year,  
the money for the district 
was put into the budget for 
the Department of Water 
Resources, which wrote 
rules that diverted it to 
Delta levees. 

Niello said he would like 
to say he secured the fund-
ing for RD 800 because of 
his charm, good luck, and 
persuasive powers. But the 
difference in his request 
was the circumstance of the 
climate.

The state was in a 
drought when Cooley tried 
to get money for the district. 
It took the January storms 
to remind people about the 
flood risk. 

“The fact of the matter 
is that Northern California 
has a climate of drought 
that is occasionally inter-
rupted by absolute inunda-
tions of rain,” he said.

Niello said he has a good 
friend who lives in Wilton 
near the Cosumnes River. 
He emailed him during the 
2017 and 2023 storms to 
check on the water levels. 

Both times, his friend’s 
house had become an island 
surrounded by water. He 
also knows other people in 
the Wilton area.

“So, I have been very 
familiar with their plight 
down there because of the 
unique shape of the Cosum-
nes, and I have always been 
really involved with water 
issues over the years,” he 
said. “I was part of the Wa-
ter Forum in the 1990s, and 
I have been very involved 
with flood control issues, so 
I am all wet.”

In fact, Niello and Sen, 
Susan Eggman have spon-
sored a bill to enact the 
Climate Resiliency and 
Protection Act, which if ap-
proved by the votes would 
authorize the issuance of 
$6 billion in bonds to pay for 
flood protection and climate 
resiliency projects. Niello 
said the main thrust of the 
bond measure is to help the 
Central Valley, but it has a 
provision that would help 
RD 800 and other rural 
districts.

The district’s contract 

attorney is Rebecca Smith, 
who works with Shapiro at 
the Downey Brand law firm. 
Both are partners, and he 
has extensive expertise in 
water issues.

In April, Smith told the 
RD 800 Board that her law 
firm had been reaching out 
to find funding streams for 
the district and other cli-
ents. She said that she and 
Patrick Ervin, the district’s 
contract engineer had met 
with Niello and his district 
representative Rob Olm-
stead earlier in the week. 
She said both were very sup-
portive and were looking at 
including the district in a 
proposed statewide water 
bond that Niello is work-
ing on with another state 
senator.

Smith also told the 
trustees that the district 
must find some planning 
dollars in addition to money 
for emergency fixes. 

“We can keep throwing 
rocks at them (the levees), 
but how do we plan to most 
expeditiously do that?” she 
said.

Rancho Murieta
The following is a summary 

of activity for the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Se-
curity Department for the following 
dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log 
details, go to the CSD website at 
www.rmcsd.com. A quick link to the 
security logs is on the home page.

Aug. 2
• Stop sign enforcement,11:27 

a.m., Murieta Parkway at Alameda 
and Lago Drive: two citations were 
issued to one driver.

• Disturbance, 11:47 a.m., Muri-
eta Inn parking lot: man and woman 
arguing. Patrol contacted a woman 
who said she was all right. She had 
her boyfriend had a loud argument 
when they were checking out of the 
hotel. SSD was contacted, due to 
the continuous domestic dispute 
in the parking lot. Subjects left the 
area before SSD arrived.

• Resident complaint, 5:49 p.m., 
South Beach: patrol advised them 
to leave, which they did.

• Noise complaint, 10:09 p.m. 
Guadalupe Drive: Patrol contacted 
some juveniles and asked them to 
quiet down. They complained.

• RMA rule violation,10:40 p.m., 

South Beach: report of juveniles 
after hours. Patrol contacted ju-
veniles and asked them to leave, 
which they did.

Aug. 3
• Stop sign enforcement, 6:51 

a.m., Murieta South Parkway and 
Reynosa: five drivers cited.

• Stop sign enforcement, South 
Murieta Parkway and Celebrar: 
three drivers cited.

Aug. 4
• Stop sign enforcement, 7:27 

a.m., Murieta South Parkway at 
Reynosa Drive.

• Disturbance, 6:04 p.m., Lake 
Jean: report of a woman yelling for 
help. The male RP found her, but she 
ran away. Firefighters and patrols 
were unable to locate her because of 
the terrain. SSD also was notified.

• Suspicious noise, 7:46 p.m., 
Via Del Cerrito: Patrol checked the 
residence and didn’t find any suspi-
cious activity.

Aug. 5
• Two extra patrols.
• Suspicious activity, Highway 

16 Bridge: report of juveniles 
throwing rocks at passing vehicles. 
Patrol didn’t find any activity.

• Boat citation, 10:43 a.m., Lake 
Clementia: citation for unregistered 
watercraft.

• Accident, 1:14 p.m., Camino 
Del Lago, and Clementia Drive: 
report of golf cart colliding with a 
road sign. The driver refused medi-
cal attention, and a CSD employee 
took the driver home. Father took 
possession of golf cart and drove 
it home.

• Stop sign enforcement, 6:46 
p.m., South Murieta Parkway and 
Celbrar: one driver was cited.

• Miscellaneous, 9:06 p.m. near 
Chevron Station: report of road 
rage, vehicles were gone when 
patrol arrived.

• Juvenile delinquency, 10:08 
p.m., park not specified: juveniles in 
park after hours. Patrol asked them 
to leave, which they did.

Aug. 7
• Five extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforcement, 2:46 

p.m., Murieta Parkway and Lago 
Drive: citation issued.

• Disturbance, 7:13 p.m. Plano 
Court: Patrol was UTL. However, 
RP came to the scene and said he 
had argued with three other males. 
SSD was called, but cancelled 
because the two parties reconciled 

and asked patrol to call off SSD.
• Fallen tree, 7:45 p.m., Lago 

Circle: an oak tree with rotten roots 
fell on a car. No injuries.

Aug. 8
• Parking enforcement, 7:18 

a.m. Murieta South: five drivers 
cited. 

• Stop sign enforcement, 8:27 
p.m. Murieta South Parkway, and 
Abierto and Reynosa drives: two 
drivers were cited.

• Indecent exposure, 4:51 p.m., 
Bel Air shopping center: report of 
a male inside his vehicle exposing 
himself and possibly masturbating. 
Patrol contacted the Bel Air man-
ager who told them the suspect left 
prior to his arrival.

• Resident complaint, 6:37 p.m., 
Yellow Bridge: report of minors 
jumping off the bridge. GOA.

• RMA rule violation, 8 p.m., 
Via Sereno: report of contractor 
working after hours. The contrac-
tor couldn’t leave because he had 
forgotten his car keys. The vehicle 
was picked up at 9 p.m.

• Suspicious activity, 9:24 p.m., 
Anillo Way: report of unknown ac-
tivity in the bushes at RP’s home. 
Patrol didn’t find anything.

• Stop sign enforcement, 11:32 

p.m., Murieta South Parkway at 
Reynosa: two drivers cited.

• After hours, 11:40 p.m., Cle-
mentia Park: resident with a guest 
fishing at the park. Suspect cited.

Aug. 8
• Trespassing, 12:40 p.m., store 

not specified: manager reported 
that a male and female transient 
left store before patrol arrived.

 
Wilton Fire
Aug. 1-8

• Fourteen medical aids.

Aug. 1. 
• Grass fire, 3:24 p.m., 10878 

Woods Road.

Aug. 7
• Fire alarm, 9:26 a.m., 8580 

Berry Road.

Aug. 8
• Burn pile investigation, 9:18 

a.m., 9655 Dillard Road.
• Fire investigation, 9:42 a.m., 

10919 Alta Mesa Road.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office

• No incidents reported.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law O�ces of  

Guenard & Bozarth 
represent injured people.

Our o�ce is located at 
8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove.
(916) 249-3638

DO YOU KNOW THESE GUYS?
Major Automobile Insurance 

Companies Leaving California
Several well-known auto insurers are leaving 

the California marketplace saying drivers are 
just too expensive to insure. The reality is Cali-
fornians are driving about the same number of 
miles as before the pandemic, but apparently 
the quality of their driving has deteriorated. 
Auto accidents have increased and many insur-
ance companies report they are paying more in 
claims than they are collecting in premiums. 

The California insurance commissioner re-
futes those claims. From 2020 to 2021, auto in-
surance losses increased almost 25% while pre-
miums increased by only 4.5%, according to the 
American Property Casualty Insurance Associa-
tion. The rate and severity of auto accidents are 
up as well as the costs to cover them. “The cost 
to rent a car is up 33% and the cost for a new 
vehicle is up 11%,” said Denni Ritter, American 
Property Casualty Insurance Association. 

Some California insurers haven’t seen re-
quested rate increases approved by the insur-
ance commissioner in over 3 years. “What we’ve 
seen is that you have insurers who are paying 
out more in claims than they’re taking in with 
premiums. That’s not a sustainable business 
model,” said Ritter. California is a very consumer 
friendly state and insurers must have any rate 
hike approved. State Farm, AllState and Farm-
er’s are asking the California Department of 
Insurance for a nearly 7% premium increase. 
Progressive is asking for more than 19%. A local 
agent says insurers are now making it harder for 
him to get drivers new auto policies.

“They might ask you to pay in full instead of 
having a payment plan. Right now, all of the 
carriers that I can even think of have restric-
tions. They literally say, don’t write please,” said 
Karl Susman from Susman Insurance. Geico has 
closed all of its California o�ces and Progres-
sive stopped advertising in the state. “State 
farm, you can no longer get quotes by calling 
them. You have to go to an agent’s o�ce,” said 
Susman

We represent people who are injured 
because of the careless and reckless acts of 
others.  At the end of the day your case can 
only be settled one time and you need to 
know all of the facts beforehand. The reason 
that insurance companies have paid our cli-
ents in excess of $130,000,000.00 is that we 
get the facts and are not intimidated at the 
prospect of going to trial when insurance 
companies fail to o�er full compensation. 
We help with serious injuries that require 
serious representation. We are the Law Of-
�ces of Guenard & Bozarth, LLP. Our attor-
neys have more than 60 years of experience 
specializing in only representing injured 
people. Call GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-
1075 or visit www.gblegal.com We would 
be honored to represent you!

Niello
Continued from Page 1

Security Logs
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CALL–A–PRO
AUTOMOTIVE

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d yex p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

CONCRETE
25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4FREE 

WRITTEN 
ESTIMATES

GLASS
DICK’S

RANCHO
Fogged

or Leaky
Windows?

Patio Door Rollers,
Custom Mirrors, Shower Doors

& Window Screens

New & Repaired

Since 1956
363-6554

CARPET, TILE & GROUT CLEANING

916.524.4386
Ross Sall  Owner/Operator
murietacarpetandstone.com

A Rancho Murieta Owned Business

Carpets, Area Rugs, Upholstery, 
Tile, Stone, Granite Countertops, 

Motor Homes & More!

CONSTRUCTION/DESIGN

Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
Custom Tile & Stone Work
Granite Counter Tops Hardwood Flooring
Outdoor BBQ and Patios
Paint Plumbing Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

Read It.

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

HEATING & AIR

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

530-761-8986

4.85.35.2
2

06/01/2023.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESS
Who Help Support Our Community

RIVER VALLEY TIMES

Call us at
• (916) 685-5533  

• advertising@valleyoakpress.com

IN-HOME CARE

916-883-2224

• On Aug. 28, 1789, William Her-
schel, court astronomer under 
England’s King George III, discovered 
Enceladus, one of Saturn’s innermost 
moons, while using his new 40-foot 
telescope for the first time. Enceladus 
reflects almost 100% of the sunlight 
that strikes it and has at least five dif-
ferent types of terrain. 

• On Aug. 29, 1998, a strike by 6,200 
Northwest Airlines pilots seeking a 
15% pay raise left 70,000 frustrated 
passengers high and dry around the 
U.S. The pilots had been in contract 
negotiations for more than two years, 
and an agreement was finally reached 
on Sept. 10 after the strike had cost the 
airline $26 million per day. 

• On Aug. 30, 1951, Sgt. John R. 
Rice, a decorated World War II veter-
an and part-Native American soldier 
killed in the Korean War, was refused 
burial in Sioux City, Iowa’s Memorial 
Park Cemetery on the grounds of his 
ethnicity. After hearing the news at a 
press conference, President Harry Tru-
man authorized a telegram to Rice’s 
widow, Evelyn, offering her a plot in 
Arlington National Cemetery, which 
she accepted.

• On Aug. 31, 1888, 43-year-old 
Mary Ann “Polly” Nichols, a pros-
titute from London’s East End and 
married but separated mother of five, 
was found brutally murdered near 
Whitechapel Road, becoming the first 
known victim of serial killer Jack the 
Ripper.

• On Sept. 1, 2013, new internet 
restrictions imposed by the Vietnam-
ese government prohibited the coun-
try’s users from discussing current 
affairs, with social media and other 
sites, including blogs, limited to shar-
ing personal information but not news 
stories. The law was criticized by both 
internet companies and a number of 
human rights groups.

• On Sept. 2, 1969, the original “Star 
Trek” TV series aired its final epi-
sode after running for just three years. 
While it never rose higher than No. 52 
in the ratings, it remains a beloved cult 
classic, eventually generating movies 
and other series.

• On Sept. 3, 1908, J.M. Barrie’s 
play “What Every Woman Knows” 
debuted at London’s Duke of York’s 
Theatre. Written prior to the women’s 
suffrage movement, the show’s theme 
suggested that “every woman knows” 
she’s really the invisible power behind 
the success of the men in her life.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 
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SUPPORT
YOUR COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER & OUR
ADVERTISERS!

For the best in business,  
entertainment and local news, 

there is no better source

CALL
685-5533

Locally Owned
Locally Concerned

River Valley 
Times

PEST CONTROL

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest 
protection for over 350 

homes in your community!!

Call Today
and Compare!
Be sure and ask about our 

Murieta Special!!!

354-0209
Rancho Murieta Residents 

Owned & Operated

PEST CONTROL

BELL
PEST 

CONTROL

www.
bellpest.com 

Family Owned
Since 1978
We Guarantee 
Our Service

685-6771
800-322-4170

SOLAR ENERGY

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

LC
# 

55
01

10FREE 
ESTIMATES

TREE SERVICES

(916) 688-7979
1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.

SENIOR DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

CALL-A-PRO

For the best in business, entertainment and local 
news, there is no better source.

The River Valley Times

SENIOR SERVICES

STUMP GRINDING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHAOver 25

years
experience

209-210-0625

INSURANCE

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Golf

Scores

Women’s Niners 
announces Charm 
and Putt winners  

The Rancho Murieta 
Country Club Women’s 
Niners Golf Group an-
nounced the Most Im-
proved Player (MIP) for 
August at their recent 
Charm and Putt com-
petit ion and General 
Meeting. The MIP was 
Mary Beth Alameida, 
her handicap improved 
1.9 points for a 4.049 
improvement factor. 

At the General Meet-
ing, Charm and Putt 
winners were also an-
nounced. This monthly, 
friendly but fierce, com-
petition awards the golfer 
with the lowest number of 
putts, the lowest net score 
(with handicap) and low-
est gross score (without 
handicap). This month’s 
Charm and Putt player 
with the lowest number of 
putts was Pamela O’Hern 
tapping the ball into the 
hole 15 times. The golfer 
with the lowest net score 
was Pamela O’Hern who 
netted a 34.  The player 
scalding the score card 
with the lowest gross 
score was Therese Yan-
nuzzi, carding a 42.

The Rancho Murieta 
Niner ’s Golf Group is 
open to all female players 
who are golf ing mem-
bers of Rancho Murieta 
Country Club and who 
enjoy playing socially 
competitive nine holes 
of golf.  Niner’s play or-
ganized golf each Thurs-
day throughout the year, 
many times with fun 
competition tournaments 
(for example, only using 
three clubs, playing from 
various tee boxes, and 
scrambles). The annual 
fee is $50; applications 
can be obtained in the 
club office or pro shop.

Nancy Clevenger 
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422  Storage

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENTS!
Keep your RVs, Boats and Recreational 

Vehicles Safe and Secure in a Covered Storage

 

415 Pringle Ave Galt, CA 95632

Questions?
Call 209-912-3195

msstorage.net

24/7
gate access

000  ANNOUNCEMENTS/
LOST & FOUND

001  Announcements

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

001  Announcements

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-

lishing-
Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript

submissions currently be-
ing

reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation,

Production, Promotion and
Distribution. Call for Your

Free Author`s Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit

http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

DON’T TRADE IT IN FOR
LESS!!! Sell it! 

Call 916-685-5533 or

209-745-1551.

Rarin! To Go Ads Work!

001  Announcements

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)
FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a

GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down

+ Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE

Quote -Call now before the
next power outage:

1-844-439-5645 (SCAN)
Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

018  EMPLOYMENT/
EDUCATION/CARE

020  Help Wanted

Part time yard
person/driver

needed for local lumber
yard and steel company.

Retired welcome.
Apply at 648 Fairway Drive

Galt, CA 95632
(209) 745-2933

Wamfeo Inc. in Elk Grove,
CA is seek!g Senior Soft-
ware Developers to coor-
dinate the design, dvlpmnt
& implmntn of sw apps &
delivery of sw solutions. No
trvl; no telecomm. Salary:
$152,818/yr. Send resumes
to: recruits@wamfeo.com.

024  Work Wanted

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Can!t Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

024  Work Wanted

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Can!t Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

142  Wanted To Rent

Senior Stroke Survivor
looking for a country place
around Galt for rent or
lease. Need to have a
house for my caregiver
son and daughter-in-law
and a granny unit or ca-
sita for me. Was a 40 +
years home owner and
will treat your property as
if you were still living
there, if medical reasons
are forcing you to move,
as they did for me! Am
able to pay up to $2500.
Month for the right place.
916-937-5700

147  REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

CLASSIFIED! YOUR AT
HOME MARKETPLACE!

163  Real Estate Services

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA!s
Advertising Services! power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the state!s read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

201  Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

203  MERCHANDISE

DON’T WASTE YOUR
TIME WITH MEGASITES!

Place your ad in your
hometown newspaper!

209-745-1551 or
916-685-5533

GOT JUNK? 
Sell it in the Classifieds!

368  Cemetery Plots

Cemetery Plot for Sale
it
is
for
sale
555-555-5555

387  FARM & RANCH

400  RECREATIONAL

419  AUTOMOTIVE

NEED MONEY?
 IT’S ALL AROUND

YOU... Sell that junk to-
day.

Classified, your at home
marketplace!

420  Cars

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)
Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

434  Auto Parts

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
!Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)
Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados.!Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

YOUR AT HOME
MARKETPLACE

CLASSIFIED!
Call!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

209-745-1551
916-685-5533

Sweet Seller Ads

Garage 
Sale

Special

Rarin’ to 
Go Ads

4 lines, 5 papers ....$1600

4 lines, 10 papers . $2500

Private Parties Only Please. No Autos or Firewood Private Parties Only Please.

4 lines, 10 papers.$2000

4 lines, 22 papers.$3200

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Trailers, 

etc…7 lines
3 papers

(Wed, Thurs & Fri)

$1700

For your convenience we gladly accept: CASH  CHECK

River Valley Times

EMAIL OVER THE PHONE
legals@valleyoakpress.com
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508  Automotive

Specializing In:

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Elk Grove Blvd

El
k 

Gr
ov

e 
Bl

vd
 -

 F
lo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

612  Pest Control

Family Owned Since 1978

www.bellpest.com

We Guarantee Our Service

685-6771
1-800-322-4170

628  Roo�ng

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

648  Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

450  HOME & BUSINESS 
SERVICES

501  Advertising

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it!s taken and re-
peated, condensed, broad-
cast, tweeted, discussed,
posted, copied, edited, and
emailed countless times
throughout the day by oth-
ers? Discover the Power of
Newspaper Advertising.
"For a free brochure call
916-288-6011 or email

cecelia@cnpa.com
"(Cal-SCAN)

DON’T DELAY!
Place your ad today!

209-745-1551
916-685-5533

502  Air Conditioning/ 
Heating

Call these Heat & Air Busi-
nesses!

513  Insurance

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

540  Concrete

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304
DON’T TRADE IT IN FOR

LESS!!! Sell it! 
Call 916-685-5533 or

209-745-1551.

Rarin! To Go Ads Work!

540  Concrete

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

568  Financial Services

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing

will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE

author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait?

Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)
Over $10K in Debt?

Be debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

576  Handyman

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

580  Hauling

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

DON’T WASTE YOUR
TIME WITH MEGASITES!

Place your ad in your
hometown newspaper!

209-745-1551 or
916-685-5533

600  Landscaping

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

REYES GARDEN SER. &
MAINTENANCE.

General clean-up, fences
Free est. (209)888-4810

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

602  Legal Services

LAW OFFICE
Law Office of Chris C.

Clauson
Living Trusts | Wills | Es-

tate Planning
Call 1-760-709-2614

SBN# 316462
(Cal-SCAN)

NEED FURNITURE?
Check out classification

204!

608  Painting

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior

NEED AN EMPLOYEE?
Call us! 65,000 newspa-
pers mailed directly to our
subscribers homes. No
megasite to wade through.
Just good old fashioned
newspaper! 
Valley Oak Press, Inc.
209-745-1551
916-685-5533

608  Painting

#908019

Free Estimates
(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters

S
P

We accept Visa & 
Mastercard

620  Plumbing

Call these Plumbing Busi-
nesses!

628  Roo�ng

PREMIER
ROOFING, INC.

209-745-7565 or
209-810-6233

•Emergency Repairs•
•Gutter Cleaning

•Re-Roofs  •New Roofs
•Repairs

•Free Estimates•Insured
Se Habla Espanol
Ca Lic # 1097848

Member of Galt
Chamber

628  Roo�ng

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

648  Tractor Work

BOTTIMORE  CUSTOM
TRACTOR WORK

Discing, mowing, country
driveways, arena!s, barn

pads, Lg. garden,
firebreaks, ponds, dirt

work- you name it!
Lic & Ins.

Free est. Tib
(209)748-2624

678  Window Cleaning

BO WINDOW CLEANING
209-327-9981

•Liscensed & insured
•Commercial •Residential

•1 & 2 story work  •Gutters
•Blinds •Pressure Washing

•Yard clean up &
Maintenance

YOU’LL FIND REPAIR
HELP IN OUR HOME &
BUSINESS SERVICES!

&&&
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REAL ESTATE

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#0

06
02

10
4

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

REAL ESTATE

Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

REAL ESTATE

Rancho Murieta
Karen Hoberg

(916) 947-6910
HOMES & LAND

www.ranchomurieta.com/homes

Resident 
since 1979

Next to 
Post Office

Lic. #00670687

REAL ESTATE
“The Low-rate Leader 

for Purchase & 
Re� nance Loans”

916 
354-8819
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
Commerce Financing
RM resident over 20 years!

REAL ESTATE

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

Rancho Murieta Business Directory
Neighbor to Neighbor

ATTORNEY

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

energy

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

jack@aztecsolar.com 
www.aztecsolar.com LC

# 
55

01
10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

concrete
25 Years Experience! Call a trusted 

Murieta / Wilton 
Contractor

www.cramerconcrete.com
Glen Cramer

(916) 871-2561 Lic# 686244

FREE 
WRITTEN 

ESTIMATES

References available in your neighborhood

health & fitness

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

insurance

FAST
FAIR
FRIENDLY

Providing service to
Rancho Murieta, Wilton and 
Sloughhouse since 1989

Tom 
Mathews

14670 Cantova Way, 
Rancho Murieta

(916) 354.1411
DOI #0287985

tommathewsinsurance4me@gmail.com

Rancho Murieta
Independent 
Insurance Agent

REAL ESTATE
 

(916) 799-1541 
 

Buying or Selling? 

Cer�fied  Senior Real Estate Specialist 

EYEING TO ADVERTISE?
Call 

Jim O’Donnell @
916

685-5533
or Email 

advertising@herburger.net

Call Bonnie @
916-685-5533

or email
advertising@valleyoakpress.com

Support the Local Businesses
Who Help Support Our Community!


